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standing” withbxit spelling it 
out but he implied it called 
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This is one of the points S®*’ °ff ti® Soviet reser- Castro considered 

evident in the Cuban pre- ''’“tioii: Castro hopes for a the newsman a sort of inter- 

deal with the United States. 


And W ashington worries 
about Castro’s effect on the 
coming Presidential election. 

Three years ago when 
Castro and Soviet Premier 
Khnishchev were both at the 
United Nations, -’a member of 
Khrushchev’s entourage char- 
acterized Castro to me as, “a 
romantic.’-’ In Communist 
lingo such a man is one who 
has swallowed whole the 


mediary led White House 
Press Secretary Pierre Sal- 
inger yesterday to deny that 
Daniel was a Kennedy, “mes- 
senger.” , ■ ' : -■ -^r- 

However, Mr. Kennedy did 
use newsmen for such work 
and Castro clearly figured 
Daniel "was just such a man. 
The disclosure of the two in- 
terviews now has put the'new 
President in a difficult spot. 
He already had called for a 


axwo iav¥a,xxuwcu. WIIUIC Uie AAC ailCduy IlitU. Coiiea lur a 
Marxist-Leninist dogma but review of the Cuban problem, 
who has a romantic rather Mr. Kennedy . expected the 
than a , realistic attitude to- Republicans to use the Cuban 
ward its application in the' issue against him neict year 
world of Realpolitik. ; just as he had used it. and 

To Daniel, Castro teimed very successfully, against 
the Kennedy Alliance frit Richard M. Nixon in 1960. 


Progress “a good idea 

something no disciplined 
Communist would say — 
which will come to naught 
because “the few liberal 
Presidents” wbo support it 
are swept out of office (as 
Juan Bosch of the Domin- 
ican Republic) or trans- 
formed (as Romulo Betan- 
court of Venezuela). 

A man who can talk this 
way can go on, as Castro did, 
and imply that he could 
make a deal with the late 
President Kennedy. Castro 
spoke of “a basis of under- 


President Johnson ; hardly 
could be expected ,.to show 
any sign of compromise .\yith 
Castro at this point, if ever.. 

But is compromise in fact 
possible? ' Mr. Kennedy had 
declared publicly that a 
Marxist-Leninist regime in 
Cuba was “incompatible with ^ 
the inter-American system” 
and the Punta del Este Con- 
ference had agreed. 

Castro told Daniel that 
Cuba had proved its policies 
were not always the same as 
those of the Soviet Union. 
He conceded that if Daniel’s 


account of Mr. Kennedy’s 
feelings were , correct then 
“there is no solution.” But j 
he continued /to hope. That' 
is where it is likely to re- ■ 
main for the time being at 
•least., ■ i ‘ : 

As to khruslidhevi Castro 
makes evident that the So- 
viet leader worked him over 
hard during his visit to Mos- 
cow. Khrushchev sought to 
prove to; Castro that he was 
not more cottciliatory toward 
the United States than Josef 
Stalin had been — the Chinese 
Communist contention to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

From this ^ one can see 
Khrushchev’s fear that Cas- 
tro might ;go . off tlie. deep 
end and join the _ phihese.' 
-Khrushchev's agents" have 
hinted to- the' Ututed States 
that a deal with Castro should 
be-^ possiblej even implying 
that at some point they might 
help it come about by re- 
inoving from Cuba the rest of 
toe Soviet forces. . •*. 

, 'Exactly what the late Presi- 
dent had ■ in mind in his talk 
with Daniel,', ■which he knew 
would be pastod on to Castro, 
we cannot how be certain. 
We do know that Mr. Ken- 
. nedy was dissatisfied with the 
current state of Cuban-Amer- 
ican relations — but what to 
'do about it? 

The Daniel interviews, 
then, show, that there may 
be . some limited area of ma- 
: neuver. But with a new Pres- 
ident and an oncoming elec- 
’tion the possibilities of 
much maneuvering appear 
slight indeed.. 



